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Thank you for joining the webinar.  
The session will begin shortly. 

 
Common Core State Standards: 

Text Complexity  
and 

Text Dependent Questions 
Elementary  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



     Webinar reminders 
 
•  Close all other applications to your computer. 
•  Please make sure to (mute) red your microphone  
    and keep them muted unless otherwise instructed. 

•  Please ask all questions through the chat box. 
•  Make sure your chat box is set for “everyone”. 
     Questions will be addressed during Q & A. 

•  This session will be recorded. 



Group Norms for Webinar 

•  Self-directed Learner 
o  Make personal connections to your 

position 

•  Community Contributor  
o  Honor the expertise of ALL 

•  Complex Thinker 
o  Synergize – Collective thoughts 

 

•  Quality Producer  
o  Grow professionally 

 
•  Effective Communicator  

o  Seek first to understand, then to 
be understood  

 
•  Effective & Ethical User of 

Technology 
o  Remove all other distractions 

 





Webinar Information 

A recording of this webinar will be posted on the Standards Toolkit 
website. 
If there are any questions, please e-mail: 
•  Dewey Gottlieb, Mathematics Specialist 
•  Monica Mann, Acting Administrator 
•  Petra Schatz, Language Arts Specialist,  
•  Derrick Tsuruda, Science Specialist 



 
•  How will incorporating text complexity and text 

dependent questions into my classroom help 
prepare my students for college and career 
success?   

I’m as proud of what we don’t do as I am of what we do 
- Steve Jobs 
 
 
     

Essential Question 

 
Source: 
 



 

Understanding of the… 
 
• Common Core State Standard Major Shifts 
• 3 Dimensions of Text Complexity 
• Importance of Text Dependent Questions 
   

Desired Outcomes 

 
Source: 
 



Introduction Poll 

Please complete the “Introduction Poll”. 
 
 
 

WELCOME 
W 
 
 
 

Welcome! 
 



Common Core Shifts 

1. Text Complexity and Range 
 
2. Read Closely to Analyze, Infer and Give Evidence 
 
3. Write to Sources 
 
4. Short, Focused Research 
 
5. Written and Spoken Argument 
 
6.  Academic Vocabulary  
 
7. Shared Responsibility for Literacy Development Among All 

Teachers 
 
 
 
 



Overview of Text Complexity 

o  Reading Standards include exemplar texts (stories and literature, poetry, 
and informational texts) that illustrate appropriate level of complexity by 
grade  

o  Text complexity is defined by: 

Qualitative 

1. Quantitative measures – readability and other    
     scores of text complexity 

Quantitative 

2. Qualitative measures – levels of meaning,    
    structure, language conventionality and clarity,  
    and knowledge demands 

Reader and Task 

3. Reader and Task – background knowledge of  
     reader, motivation, interests, and complexity  
     generated by tasks assigned 



Overview of Text Complexity 

Quantitative Measures 
readability and other scores of text 
complexity 

Quantitative Qualitative 

Reader and Task 



TEXT COMPLEXITY:  
QUANTITATIVE MEASURES:  
A DEEPER LOOK 

   Many formulas exist for measuring the readability of various types of 
texts. 

•  Coh-Metrix (cohesiveness of a text-60 different indices) 
•  Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level Test (word length and sentence length) 
•  Dale-Chall Readability Formula (word frequency and sentence length) 
•  ATOS* (Accelerated Reader) (word difficulty, word length and sentence length, 

text length) 
•  The Lexile Framework* (word frequency and sentence length) 
   Achieve 3000 
   DSI (passages only) 
   HSA 
   *Both reader and text are placed on the same scale 



   MEASURES MUST BE ALIGNED WITH COLLEGE  
   AND CAREER READINESS EXPECTATIONS 

 

Text Complexity Bands 
in the Standards 

Old Lexile Range Lexile Range Aligned 
to CCR expectaions 

K-1 N/A N/A 

2-3 450-725 450-790 

4-5 645-845 770-980 

6-8 860-1010 955-1155 

9-10 960-1115 1080-1305 

11-CCR 1070-1220 1215-1355 



Source: 



Source: 



Overview of Text Complexity 

Qualitative Measures  
levels of meaning, structure, language 
conventionality and clarity, and knowledge 
demands 

Quantitative Qualitative 

Reader and Task 



  



Qualitative Dimensions of Text 
Complexity 

 
•  Levels of Meaning (literary texts) or Purpose (informational 

texts) 

•  Structure 

•  Language Conventionality and Clarity 

•  Knowledge Demands: Life Experiences (literary texts) 

•  Knowledge Demands: Cultural/Literary Knowledge (chiefly 
literary texts) 

 
•  Knowledge Demands: Content/Discipline Knowledge 

(chiefly informational texts) 



this 





  



Overview of Text Complexity 

Reader and Task  
background knowledge of reader, 
motivation, interests, and complexity 
generated by tasks assigned 

Quantitative Qualitative 

Reader and Task 



Reader and Task Considerations 

The questions included 
here are largely open-
ended questions without 
single, correct answers, 
but help educators to 
think through the 
implications of using a 
particular text in the 
classroom. 







Overview: 
Text Complexity Analysis 

 “How to Steal a Dog”  
by  

Barbara O’Connor 



Determining Text Complexity 

A Four-step Process: 

Qualitative Quantitative 

 
1. Determine the quantitative measures of the text. 
2. Analyze the qualitative measures of the text. 
3. Reflect upon the reader and task considerations. 
4. Recommend placement in the appropriate text    
    complexity band. 
 
 

Reader and Task 



Overview: 
Text Complexity Analysis 

 Quantitative Measures: 
 
 
Ø Various readability measures are largely in agreement that the book 

is of appropriate complexity for grades 4-7. 

Ø  The Lexile measure of the novel is 700L. 

Ø  The ATOS formula (used with the Accelerated Reader program) 
identifies this title as having a book level of 4.0.  



Overview: 
Text Complexity Analysis 

 Qualitative Measures: 
 
Levels of Meaning: 
The novel has a single level of meaning: a contemporary girl’s struggles with a moral 
dilemma to solve economic hardship and family troubles. 
 
Structure: 
A simple structure told by a single narrator with events in chronological order. The 
novel does employ foreshadowing but flashbacks are not used. 
 
Language Conventionality and Clarity: 
Simple figurative language and imagery used. The voice of the narrator is 
conversational, familiar, and contemporary. 
 
Knowledge Demands: 
Themes include poverty, family relationships, and moral dilemma. Events of the novel 
are everyday experiences common to our contemporary world. 



Overview: 
Text Complexity Analysis 

 
Reader-Task Considerations: 
 
Ø  These are to be determined locally with reference to such variables 

as a student’s motivation, knowledge, and experiences as well as 
purpose and the complexity of the task assigned and the question 
posed. 

 
Ø Educators might want to examine the following elements or issues: 

 the ethics of stealing 
 the consequences of poverty 
 the creation of personal standards of behavior 



Recommended Placement: 
 

After reflecting upon all three legs of the text 
complexity model, we can make a final 
recommendation for placement of a text and 
begin to document our thinking for future 
reference. 
 
Both the qualitative and quantitative 
measures support the novel’s placement in 
the grades 4-5 text complexity band. 
 
 
 



What have you used with success? 

Type in the chat box the title of a text that you  
  
have used with success in your own classroom  
  
for a particular grade level. 



Vital to Focus on 
Informational Text 

•  Harder for students to comprehend informational text than 
narrative text due to its features 

•  Much of our knowledge base comes from info text 

•  Academic vocabulary comes largely from info text 

•  Makes up vast majority of the required reading in college/
workplace (80 percent) 

•  Yet students are asked to read very little of it in elementary 
and middle school (7 to 15 percent) 

 
•  CCSS moves percentages to 50:50 at elementary level and 

75:25 at secondary level 
 

 
 
 



Shared Challenge: But Bobby is  
reading well below his grade level? 

 
•  Allow students to practice with complex texts while they get 

extra support 

•  Practice with lots of short texts 

•  Slow down, read and re-read 

•  Offer sequences of engaging text-dependent questions 
(questions that could not be answered without having the 
specific text)  

•  Place a premium on stamina and persistence 
 
 



Susan Pimentel- Lead Writer ELA 
Common Core  



Importance of Text-Dependent 
Questions in the Lesson 

•  Require students to follow the details of what is explicitly 
stated and make valid claims that square with text 
evidence 

•  Do not require information or evidence from outside the 
text 

 
•  Linger over specific phrases and sentences 
 
•  Questions build on each other so students stay focused 

on the text and learn fully from it 
 
•  80-90% of reading standards require text-dependent 

analysis yet about over 30% of Q’s in major textbooks do 
not 

 
 
 



Samples of Text Dependent 
Questions 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



Additional Resources 

•  standardstoolkit.k12.hi.us 
  
•  The Hunt Institute and CCSSO Common Core 

Implementation Video Series   
  
•  Common Core Appendix B 
 
•  The Making of a Scientist 
 
•  Rubric for Text Complexity  



Questions and Answers 

 
 


